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MEMORANDUM  F0*l 
\ SUBJECT  * 


Chief,  8R  Division  < 

Considerations  r«  Declassifying  Mll/tnry 
Thought 


v 

\ 1.  Fenkovskiy  pro tided  us  with  tight  Issues  of  tho 
TO#  SECRET  version  of  Killtar.y  Thought  ♦ Those  were  published 
by  iia  as  a total  of  7A  C8DB  reports  (71  Individual  articles- 
plus  three  tables  of  contones).  Us  M.eo  provided  us  with 
two  corlplsts  and  ons  inconplata  liatyi  of  tho  SF.CRET  version 
of Military  Thought,.  Those  vers  published  by  <0*  on  * tet.nl 
of  56  CSDQ  raports  (53  individual  articles  *nd  throe  tables 
of  content^) • Thus*  130  CODE  reports  are  now  clessiflod 
SECRET/NO  FOREIGN  .DISSEM/KO  DIS8EM  ABROAD* 


2 » Of  these  130  reports*  89  havo  been  released  to  ,.1.3{0)(4) 

■■■■■■■■■■I | and  61  have  boon  released  to  other  HATH 
countries  pluse  few  others*  Our  decielon  to  roJeeso  then 
to  Unison  services  was  determined  in  large  .tsessnro  by  the 
fact  that  because  Fenkovskiy  had  signed  for  these  dor.uronts 
in  the  CRU  Library,  tho  Soviet  damage  aiMtsstnt  already 
Included  thes. 


3.  Any  downgrading  of  the  classification  of  this 
material  oust  bo  dono^  In  coordination  with  MI-6*  Wo 
bel.tevs  that,  In  addition  to  propaganda  ropcrcueatora,  the 
following  probebls  ramifications  should  be  taken  Irto 
account  in  any  dscieionto  downgrade  the  clnasi f icatlon 

to  UNCLASSIFIED*  \ , ■ 

\ » • 

\ 

A.  IntelllBsnee  Community  Reaction t The  Intelligence 
Coanumity  would  prpbably  react  favorably  (or 
at  least  not  unfavorably)  provided  they  received 
advance  notice  of  tho  kind  described  In  parar.rnrh 
6 below. 


APPROVED  FOR  RELEASE 

3 llftAR*  10® 


»•  1 H'"’  *'** 


ft.  Liaison  Service  Boctlpni  The  net  effect  on 
liaison  service*  vould  probably  be  negative 
for  two  reasons: 


i 


1)  Declassifying  report#  passed  to  thr.pi 
vould  negate  the  purpose  ye  allegedly 
hod  in  releasing  the  report#  in  the' 
first  place,  i.e.,  enhancing  our  1 

. liaiecn  relationship  by  passing  highly 
valuable,  sensitive  neteriel.  Th«r 
negative  effect  of  doClaseificstton. 

..  . vould  depend  on  vhat  feel,  effect  the 

release  bad  on  our  relationship.  . This 
will  vary  free  eervica  to  eervieo. 

■ .$ 

2)  Liaison  services  vould  l'^arn  that  ve 
withheld  a significant  uurber  of. 
reports  from  then  in  a aeries  which  . 
vc  htd  decided  to  past.  (The  book, 
of  course,  implies  the  existence  pft 
still  other  material  withheld.) 

? • . • • 

C.  Soyiet_pe§ ctjLcn:',  Although  our  .earlier  .release 

to  iiaiaon  may  very  veil  have  given  the  Soviet* 

; copies  of  the  reports,  declassification  will 

insure  their  receipt  of  the  series.  This  V1J.1 
upgrade  the  quality  of  their  damage  easeaiment 
of  the  case  by  confirming  the  consistent 
excellence  of  Ponkovokiy’a  photography  (982 
read-out),  therehy  maximizing  the  damage 
essessnent.  releasing  the  Russian  language 
original  to  the  general  puhlie  (sea  porn  3D 
below)  vould  even  further  acquaint  the  Soviets 
with  our  photographic  technique  end  its  degree 
of  success. 

D.  P u b 1 ic  j’.a a c t Ion j Doclasslfl cation  would  make  a 
large  vaitmo  of  highly  signi f leant  Soviet  material 
available  to  student  »|of  Soviet  affair#  around 

the  world,  thun  upgrading  their  competence  to 
analyse  subsequent  Soviet  developments . To  be 
most  useful  lo  eeholaTs*  the  Russian  language 
original  should  also  ha  released.  This  would 
require  borrowing  the  Kinox  negatives  from  Ml -6 
end  vould  have  security  ramlf lcatlcnt  (sea  para 
3C  abeva) . 


4.  Trior  to  any  overt  downgrading  of  tho  clnasi f ieat i on 
of  this  material,  an  official  notice  ehould  be  sent  to  USIB 
agendo*  notifying  then  Of  our  Intention*  end  of  000*0011801 
changes  In  clanel ficetlon  and  dissemination  controls  of  tho 
iota  1 3 Ipenca  reports.  The  CSDD  reports  per  et  cannot  be 
downgraded  lover  than  CONFIDEHTIAL/HO  POREICW”' DISSEU  because 
of  choir  format  end  report  numbers,  but  thie  much  could  be 
done  along  with  notification  to  recipients  that  the  substan- 
tive content  could  henceforth  be  treated  ea  UHCLARSiriED. 

5.  From  a logistical  standpoint,  copies  of  the  reports 
to  be  released  outside  the  Intelligence  Community  would 
either  have  to  bo  re-roprodticed  or  physically  sanltired  by 
chopping  off  the  tor*  snd  bottom  of  each  page  and  - for  some 
reports  - delating  various  references  scattered  through  the 
text.  Ti»«  to  be  allowed  for  this  would  run  from  a few 
days  to  several  weeks,  depending  on  which  method  and  hov 
many  copies  were  Involved.  It  would  make  moat  eenae  to 
reassemble  the  material  into  its  original  sequence  an  it 
sppoarod  in  the  various  issues  of  Military  Thought  and 
present  It  in  a Dingle,  coheront  package. 


Bis  trihut ion : 

Original  - CSP.  Division 


Chief,  SR/TB 


1.3ja)(4) 

1.3(a)(4) 
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